Maintaining Dirt Jumps

All dirt jumps need maintenance.  Whether caused by too much rain, not enough rain, irresponsible riders, vandalism, or unsupervised well intentioned but misguided maintenance - dirt is not immune to the effects of gravity and erosion.  As such the shape, uniformity and quality of the jumps will change over time.  The Kelowna dirt jumps were built to withstand the forces of nature to the extent practical through proven construction methods and careful design.  High quality dirt, careful and thorough compaction of inward sloping layers of self supporting material in addition to well planned design will help ensure their longevity.  The first line of defense, however, will be regular maintenance.  If dirt jumps are well maintained and respected (i.e not ridden during / after a heavy rainfall) they should not require any major rebuilds during a normal riding season. Well maintained dirt jumps get ridden and stay safe. Dirt jumps that are in disrepair will not get ridden defeating the purpose of building them in the first place. 
Notes:

· Tools required:  Hose or Watering can, Flat Shovels, Pick (mattock), Broom, Rake
· It is important that a mature, well respected rider is placed in charge of the dirt jumps and that he is the one that manages the day-to-day maintenance and any changes. Free-for-all digging, modifications, and extensive maintenance should be avoided unless supervised. 
· Any riders helping with maintenance of the jumps should be educated on maintenance methods and etiquette. 
· Never take dirt away from the jumps during regular maintenance.   It is equally important not to add dirt unless absolutely necessary as this will alter the intended and original shape of the jump.  Dirt that has eroded off the jumps is always (or nearly always) found in the bottom 3rd of the tranny.   This will look like the jump is pregnant.   If those responsible for maintenance keep adding to the lip to build out to this lump, the jump will grow over time and the set will lose its flow.      Rather than importing extra dirt, begin by scraping out the hump in the bottom 3rd of the tranny and adding it to the lip, packing as you go.  This will nearly always provide enough dirt to repair the jumps to their original shape and dimension.  If there are major holes in the  lip (such as unfixed case  marks) then add from the  spare dirt pile,  compacting as you go. 

· To fix erosion ruts or holes: Do not simply add dirt to cover up the damage.  It is impossible to achieve a lasting repair using band-aid techniques as the two different soils, (even if initially the same) will have different moisture and compaction levels and, as  a result, will not properly bond  together.  The most effective technique is to take a pick and cut into the face around the hole or rut in order to create  a  bigger area to fill.  Remix the dirt with water and replace the mixed dirt to the hole and pack again.  How big this hole needs to be depends on the moisture of the dirt and how well it will bond.  If the bond is not adequate, the edges of the repair will be visible and it will be necessary to dig out a bigger section and do it again until a virtually seamless patch is achieved. 

· After a jump has been patched and repaired many times it may be best to excavate the entire face with  a pick and rebuild .   Dig down about 10- 12 inches, water the exposed area and let it soak in while mixing the removed soil.  Lay the whole thing back it packing as you go.  This should create a uniform, fresh, and complete jump face as good as the original

Maintenance Schedule

Daily:
· Inspect jumps for damaged lips and landings. Fix if necessary.

· Water the jumps during hot weather.

· Clean up any garbage

Weekly:

· Organize a maintenance session. 3 to 4 guys should suffice.
· Fix any damage. Most damage occurs on the landings where riders come up short.
· Sweep the jumps of any loose gravel, rocks etc. 
· Water the jumps even if the weather is cool. Do not water jumps if it has been raining.
Monthly:

· Once a month there should be an organized maintenance day that would include the whole riding community. It is more about education and inclusion of all of the riders so that everyone feels part of the process and has a sense of ownership of the jumps.
· Fix any problem areas and perform a major clean up.
· End with a dirt jump jam and a BBQ.
